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‘Over the next two years:

· To recruit and train 20 Local Preachers under 20 years old

· To recruit and train 20 Local Preachers under 40 years old

· To encourage every Circuit to recruit and train 10 Worship Leaders’

The Worship Task Group has been set up to provide resources to meet this challenge and support for Connexional training for Local Preachers and Worship Leaders.

This leaflet outlines some of the key resources that will shortly be available in the London District, in particular the Faith and Worship Access Course.

The Faith and Worship Access Course

This is a pilot course developed jointly by the London District and the Connexional Local Preachers Office.  It is designed specifically to meet particular needs of some of those who feel called to train as Local Preachers in the District.

The eight months of the course involve:

· 4 residential weekends at the Guy Chester Centre

· Regular weekday evening tutorials at Westminster Central Hall

· A Circuit ‘coach’ supporting those in training.  (A job-description and training support for this role will be provided by the District.)

Cost:  £385.00.

The Circuit will also be expected to provide Faith and Worship materials in the usual way and to support the student with travel costs.

The Access Course is designed as a way of helping those who want to test their call to preach and need additional support in the learning process and completing the assignments.

It is also appropriate for those, usually younger people, whose career, educational or other commitments severely limit their time or make it difficult for them to commit to regular study over a long period.  They may find the focused weekends of study and regular tutorials of the Access Course more helpful.

Course Content

· The Access Course will teach the theoretical content of Faith and Worship units.

· It will include major input on learning skills to help participants complete the assignments.

Benefits 

· Being able to complete all the units in eight months will provide motivation.

· Working with others will create a sense of shared purpose.

· Group work will develop skills of team work for conducting worship services.

Please note:

· For many in training or considering training the usual pattern of Faith and Worship remains the best option.   The Access Course is a pilot course that completes Faith and Worship in a different time frame and with increased learning support.

· The Access Course covers the theoretical content for the written assignments of Faith and Worship.  The worship portfolio will be developed in and with the Circuit.

· Any Circuit that may have suitable candidates for the Access Course should follow the usual processes for Local Preacher selection and contact the District Resources Centre for an application form.

· The Access Course offers an Introduction Day at Westminster Central Hall on Saturday 3rd November 2007.

· The residential weekends are:

4-6 January

22-24  February

11-13 April

13-15 June

For more information contact the Training and Development Officer.                      

OTHER RESOURCES

APEL Workshop.  Where someone has already successfully completed a theology, religious studies or other relevant course, usually validated by a UK university within the last five years, they may be entitled to Accreditation of Prior Experience and Learning (APEL) and therefore exemption from some or all of Faith and Worship.  Anyone considering making an APEL application should attend the Workshop on 3rd November 2007, 2.00-4.00pm at Westminster Central Hall.

Working With Adults.   This is a course accredited by The Queens Foundation, Birmingham that will be of great help to Circuit Local Preacher or Worship Leader tutors.  It provides the opportunity to acquire or to develop the skills needed for helping adults to learn.  The course starts in November 2007.  It is based on three 48hour residentials in Birmingham (from Friday morning to Saturday afternoon) and regular tutorials in London.  

Worship Leader Training.   A new Worship Leaders Training Course is being developed by the Connexion.  The London District has been invited to help pilot the course as it is developed. 

Local Preacher ‘Clinics’.   There are some Local Preachers and also some tutors who would value support for certain parts of the Faith and Worship course.  The District is exploring the possibility of setting up Local Preacher Clinics to provide help with particular modules.  Please contact the Worship Task Group giving details of where help would be welcome.

For more information on all the resources listed here contact:

Worship Task Group Co-ordinator: Richard Foyn

Email: Richard_foyn@mac.com 

Training and Development Officer

Dr. Paul Kybird

Email: paul.kybird@btconnect.com
01908 678755 or 07967 388542

London District Resource Centre

1 Central Buildings, Westminster,

London SW1H 9NH

020 7654 3850

