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Prayer Handbook 

 

 

Foreword 

 

Paul reminds us that one of the tasks of the Spirit is to ‘pray for the saints, as 

God himself wills’ [Rom 8:27].   It was important to Paul that Christian 

communities held their sisters and brothers in prayer and that in their prayerful 

re-membering they affirmed their unity in Christ. 

 

This handbook is offered as an aid to prayerful remembrance of the work of the 

London District and its Circuits in their hopes and needs. It is a tangible 

reminder that we all belong together as part of the Spirit’s work:  the District is 

us!  

 

As a resource for prayer, alongside other valued resources, it reminds us of the 

wider mission in which we all share and informs our awareness of one another - 

by helping us to hold before God those people and places in the District we 

already know as well as those we have yet to discover. 

 

Please join us in using this Handbook in pubic worship and private devotion - 

for the building up of all the saints across the District! 

 

 

 

Jenny Impey   Stuart Jordan   Ermal Kirby 
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DAY 1    Global city focus: Pray for the Mayor of London & the GLA 

35/01 City Road     Superintendent: Revd Dr Leslie Griffiths 

Give thanks for: 
 The Young people in our Church and those adults who have agreed to mentor them. 
 The work of our uniformed organizations – Boys’ Brigade in their 125th year, Girls’ Brigade, 

Brownies and Guides – and especially for the dedicated effort of the boys receiving their 
Queen’s and President’s Badges. 

Pray for: 
 New people willing to come forward and take responsibilities and offices within the church. 
 The work underway to try to link mission and heritage more closely and especially the planned 

refurbishment of the Museum of Methodism. 

 
35/05 Battersea      Superintendent: Revd David Gillman 

Give thanks for: 
 Use a prayer of thanks for Battersea on page 23 

Pray for: 
 Learning Ladder Children’s Centre – a nursery for forty children. 
 Imani Family Support Project – offering counselling to victims of domestic violence, working in 

local schools and with parents in strengthening relationships. 
 Cancer Resource Centre – offering support, information and complementary therapy. 
 Sound Minds – a day resource focused on music enabling people with severe mental health 

problems to maintain social networks and be creative. 
 South West London Law Centre and CAB – offering advice and assistance to the whole 

community, particularly in relation to welfare benefits, housing, immigration and employment. 
 The church community – that meets on Sundays and midweek for prayer and study. 
 For the Mission as it faces a challenge in relation to its property. Surveys reveal major works are 

required. All possibilities are being explored. The church wants to maintain a Christian presence 
both for worship and service.  

   

 

DAY 2   Global city focus: Pray for local Government and local Councillors  

35/02 West London Mission   Superintendent: Revd Sue Keegan von Allmen 

Give thanks for: 
 The development of the new Mandarin congregation at Kings Cross. 
 The Spirituality in Action (SPA) programme, linking volunteering, theological reflection and 

exploring vocation. 
 Hinde Street's ministry of welcome and nurture - in 'reality' and through the website. 

Pray for: 
 The gentle processes of transition for staff and for congregations. 
 The work with undocumented migrant Chinese as immigration rules tighten. 
 The mission and ministry at the University of Westminster. 

 
35/06 North Lambeth    Superintendent: Revd Michael Faulkner 

Give thanks for: 
 Our strong clergy team and the fellowship we share together. 

Pray for: 
 The existing plans we have for developing our church site together with our potential partners 

that we may better serve the needs of our inner city community. 
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DAY 3   Global city focus: Pray for London Church Leaders 

 

35/03 Westminster      Superintendent: Revd Martin Turner 

Give thanks for: 
 Our new St. Vincent’s Family Project. 
 The work of Sanctuary, our young adult group. 

 
Pray for: 

 Our main prayer is that the Holy Spirit may begin to work in a loving and mighty way in the 

whole of our ministry, that we may see people healed, converted and blessed week by week. 

 

 

35/07 Southwark and Deptford     Superintendent: Revd John Chambers 

Give thanks for: 
 The new Circuit covering Southwark and Deptford which was formed on the 1st September 2008. 

Pray for: 
 The integration of all the churches into the circuit especially for those fellowships for whom this 

has been a painful journey.      

 

         

DAY 4   Global city focus: Pray for your local Churches Together Group 

 

35/04 Victoria & Chelsea     Superintendent: Revd Michael Sawyer

Loving God, 
We pray for the work of Chelsea Methodist church and circuit: 

We pray for: 
Its congregation that they may be filled with the spirit and inspired to do Gods work in the 

surrounding community. 
Its work with children and young people that they may feel welcomed and encouraged to be 

themselves. 
Its homeless guests who attend the Narthex centre on a daily basis for laundry, food and support 

those who seek refuge in the church and are in need in of a listening ear. 
Its staff and volunteers that they may reflect Christ’s peaceful presence in all that they do. 

We pray that Chelsea Methodist church may a place of welcome to all. 
In Christ’s name we pray. 

Amen. 

 
35/16 Wandle Valley   Superintendent: Revd Emmanuel Aggrey-Ogoe 

Give thanks for: 
 New Superintendent and Administrative Assistant, freeing up ministers for their calling. 
 Growing opportunities for commitment to making more disciples for Jesus. 
 Encouragement between individual Churches on a Circuit basis. 

Pray for: 
 Mitcham Church facing major redevelopment in an area of growth. 
 More workers to share the basic tasks and thus free some of heavy responsibilities. 
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DAY 5   Global city focus: Pray for Ecumenical Borough Deans 

 

35/09 Tower Hamlets     Superintendent: Revd Peter Powers 

Give thanks for: 
 Faithful Christian people in Tower Hamlets. 
 The opportunities for renewal and growth in Spirit as God invites us to. 

Pray for: 
 The circuit as we work through the circuit 5 year review recently completed.  
 our community projects;  

¶ Island Neighbourhood Project (www.inp.org.uk) 

¶ Journeys (Children’s Bereavement & Loss Service) (www.journeys-cbls.org.uk 

¶ Zacchaeus (Carer’s Drop-In) (www.mcth.org.uk/zacchaeusproject.htm) 

¶ Whitechapel Mission (for the Homeless & Rootless) (www.whitechapel.org.uk) 

¶ Woodland Camp (www.woodlandcamp.co.uk) 
 The staff at each project and for the management committee members and trustees who guide 

and support the project work. 
 All those changing jobs during the year. 

 

 

DAY 6   Global city focus: Pray for those involved in evangelism 

 

35/10 Hackney      Superintendent: Revd Shaun Sanders 

Give thanks for: 
 The increasing involvement of young people in worship, leadership & social outreach. 
 The faithfulness of the Downs Road congregation through continuing delays to the rebuilding of 

a new church at Clapton. 

Pray for: 
 Healing and wisdom in difficult situations. 
 The many community groups and congregations who use our buildings. 

 

35/17 Clapham       Superintendent: Revd Rob Hufton 

Give thanks for: 
 Opening of the church, community rooms and flats at Springfield after being away from the site 

for more than five years. 
 Growing work with children and young people.  

Pray for: 
 Success of an initiative to promote Circuit wide learning and training on Thursdays which are 

now free of church business meetings. 
 Redevelopment plans for Clapham may move forward quickl. 
 Rev Dani Wright working as an intensive care nurse in sector ministry at St Thomas’s Hospital. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.inp.org.uk/
http://www.journeys-cbls.org.uk/
http://www.mcth.org.uk/zacchaeusproject.htm
http://www.whitechapel.org.uk/
http://www.woodlandcamp.co.uk/
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DAY 7  Global city focus: Pray for Other Faith Communities and Faith Forums,  

                        inter faith  workers.  
 

35/ 11 Islington & Camden Mission    Superintendent: Revd Paul Weary 

Give thanks for: 
 New areas of mission and ministry which are opening up and ask for your prayers as these 

develop and grow: 
o Circuit ‘café worship’ services; 
o Involvement in ‘Pentecost 2008’ in Camden Town and exciting plans for next year’s 

festival; 
o New partnerships being developed in Islington with the local authority and 

community organisations; 
o The rolling out of ‘Street Pastors’ in Islington and Camden; 
o A proposed £1.5m redevelopment scheme at Camden Town, completely renewing the 
church ‘within the walls’; 

o Plans for an advice/drop in centre at Archway; 
 Numerical growth in our smallest congregation at Islington Central and the presence of new 

members in all our churches. 

Pray for: 
 Us as we adopt a new development plan for the circuit and local churches, which will set out 

our priorities for the next three years. 

 

35/18 Brixton     Superintendent: Revd Cameron Kirkwood 

Give thanks for: 
 The commitment, loyalty and graciousness shown by certain individuals to overcome difficulties 

and hold out a vision of church that is a place of celebration and hope. 
 The development of a programme of pastoral care at King’s Acre and Mostyn Road. 
 Developing partnerships at Railton Road with an after-school project and holiday club and 
Barnardo’s who offer a service to families living in temporary accommodation.  

Pray for:  
 Circuit and local church officers as they are encouraged to participate in further training and 

take seriously their roles and responsibilities. 
 The finalising of arrangements and appointment of a circuit administrator. 
 The Revd Nadine Cross who is to be the new minister within the Brixton Hill and King’s Acre 

section. 

 
 

DAY 8 Global city focus: Pray for London CITIZENS and their Strangers into    

                                 Citizens campaign; Asylum seekers and those who work with them 
 

35/ 12 LM North West      Superintendent: Revd Martin Tullett 

Pray: 
Lord, we pray for the bleeding city of London, where our young people are being killed with knives 

and guns. Enable us to minister the best way we can in this complex situation. We pray for the 
families that have been affected. Help us to show that you love them and you care about them in 

their sorrow. Fill your churches with your Holy Spirit, so that the Gospel may continue to be 
proclaimed. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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DAY 9  Global city focus: Pray for the continuing campaign against Human  

       Trafficking 
 

35/ 13 Harlesden      Superintendent: Revd Nick Skelding 

Give thanks for: 
 The life of the church at Harlesden, especially the work with children and young people, and the 

growing Ghanaian Fellowship. 
 The ministry of ‘Strength and Support’, and ‘Prayer and Fellowship’ and those who visit the 

elderly in their homes and in residential care. 
Pray for: 

 Our neighbourhood, with special concern about gun and knife crime and the damage done to 
many lives by drugs. 

 For the many links in to the local community, that the church may be an agent of reconciliation. 
 For the slow maturing plans to redevelop part of the building. 

 

35/25 Richmond & Hounslow     Superintendent: Revd Jed Davis 

Give thanks for: 
 The ecumenical Cedars Youth & Community Drop-in Centre working with vulnerable young 

people based at Chiswick Methodist Church. 
 The successful first year of the monthly Saturday evening Cafe Arts concerts at Bell Road 

Methodist Church, Hounslow. 

Pray for: 
 Proposals for re-engagement in urban mission on the Alton Estate, Roehampton. 
 Emma and Ebute as they begin new spheres  of ministry in the Circuit.

 
 
DAY 10   Global city focus: Pray for London Ecumenical Aids Trust  

  

35/14 Notting Hill       Superintendent: Revd Robert Maginley 

Please pray and give thanks: 
O Lord Jesus Christ, you used your power to minister even to the crowds 

 who surrounded you in the city. 
Help us to use our spiritual and financial resources  

to meet the challenge of the changing needs in our London district and beyond. 
Help us to welcome new opportunities for service  

and to rely upon your guidance at all times. Amen. 

 

35/26 Wimbledon      Superintendent: Revd Margaret Adams 

Give thanks and pray for: 
 The new presbyter Paul Timmis appointed to the circuit for September 
 The 'Future Links' project at Worcester Park, and the work of the new Centre Manager 
 The new building project at Ruxley which will eventually result in a new united church 
 New directions in worship throughout the circuit 

 

 

 



   8 

DAY 11 Global city focus: Pray for Prisoners, those who work in prisons, prison 

chaplains, including the Revd Allison Waterhouse at Wormwood Scrubs. 

  

35/ 15 Hammersmith & Fulham   Superintendent: Revd Madeleine Andrews

Give thanks for: 
 The work being developed with children and young people and for opportunities to support 

asylum seekers and those whose immigration status is insecure. 
 The times of hospitality and joy, and the chance to welcome the tentative approaches of those 

whose experience of life and church has long kept them beyond the door. 

Pray for: 
 Our efforts to honour the body of our neighbour, to accept the challenge of our human nature. 
 Our struggle with buildings whose weaknesses are exploited by the elements, and frustrate our 

desire to be church.

 

35/ 27 Streatham      Superintendent: Revd Hazel Ratcliffe 

Give thanks for: 
 The opportunity to participate in change as we grow towards being more like the body of Christ; 

so we pray that we may all settle into new ways of doing things. 

Pray for: 
 Our sisters and brothers at Christ Church, East Dulwich and at Herne Hill United Church as they 

help to develop the new Southwark and Deptford Circuit. 
 Us as we create the new Streatham Circuit; in particular for our young people as we develop 

work with them

 

 

DAY 12 Global city focus: Pray for schools, pupils, teachers and others who work in 

schools, school governors, including the Farringtons Methodist School in 
Chislehurst, its Head Mrs Catherine James and Chaplain the Revd Dr Calvin 
Samuel. 

 

35/ 20 Newham       Superintendent: Revd Ian Parker 
 
Give thanks for: 

 All the people who have rallied round to offer support this year when our staff team is one 
presbyter short. 

 Completion and use of the computer suite at Keir Hardie Church. 

Pray for: 
 Successful completion of the project to rebuild Manor Park church following the fire in 2003 
 The work of TELCO (London Citizens), especially the CitySafe campaign which focuses on the 

welfare of young people. 
 The work of Rev Kelvin Woolmer (ecumenical chaplain) on the Olympic construction site, as he 

recruits a team of lay assistant chaplains. 

 

35/28 Sydenham & Forest Hill     Superintendent: Revd Graham Cocking 

Give thanks and pray for: 
 Mission opportunities at the new Forest Hill building and throughout the circuit. 
 Assessing our buildings and making them appropriate for the opportunities identified. 
 A forthcoming Circuit Review. 
 Discussions on the possible amalgamation of circuits. 
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DAY 13 Global city focus: Pray for University students, lecturers, others who work in the 

universities and colleges - including the Methodist Southlands College within the 
Roehampton University, principal Peter Briggs ð and the chaplains including Rev. David 
Innes (Southlands), Revd Stan Brown ( Kingston) and Rev. John Nyota (Westminster). 

 

35/21 Stoke Newington     Superintendent: Revd Cathy Bird
Give thanks for: 

 A new beginning for the circuit after a period of uncertainty. 
 New possibilities for future collaboration in ministry in Hackney. 

Pray for: 
 Cathy Bird and her family as she commences her ministry in Stoke Newington.  
 Young people leaving home and starting university. 
 Those involved in planning a new building development at Green Lanes. 

 

35/29 Blackheath & Lewisham     Superintendent: Revd Robert Riddell 
Give thanks for:  

 That the Sunfields church is re-built and pray that God will give us the strength and wisdom to 
use it to His glory in the way of Jesus the Christ. 

Pray for:   
 Our newly appointed Development Worker that she might lead us into a wider and deeper 

relationship with our community and the Borough of Greenwich.  
 Forgiveness for our sins of omission and failings.

 
 

 

 

 

DAY 14 Global city focus: Pray for Methodist Student Hostels incl. Methodist International 

Centre in Euston, Kings Cross Student Hostel, Chester House and Moullin House. 
 

35/ 22 New River       Superintendent: Revd Andrew Dart 
Give thanks for: 

 The wonderful diversity across our circuit. 
 The amazing variety of gifts which people are using for the glory of God. 
 The Circuit Review which is helping us set our priorities. 

Pray for: 
 Revd William Davies who joins us from September and will work half time in our circuit and half 

time as the new chaplain to the Ghana fellowship. For William's family who move with him from 
Ghana & for the work of the Ghana Fellowship. 

 For exciting building schemes which are responses to growing congregations at Miller Memorial, 
Finsbury Park and St. Marks. 

 Our work with young people as we explore appointing a circuit youth development worker. 
 

35/30 Lesnes Abbey    Superintendent: Revd Judy Turner-Smith 

The circuit is extending its boundaries again to embrace Greenwich United Churches (Meth/URC, at 
2 centres) and is also undertaking some work on the Greenwich Peninsula as the homes start to be 

built there. 
Give thanks and pray for: 

(use prayer for Lesnes Abbey  on page 23) 
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DAY 15 Global city focus: Pray for Hospitals and Hospices and other health care 

providers, patients, staff, chaplains, including full time hospital 
chaplains ð Revd Julia Wiktorska, Revd John Sakutombo and Hospice 
Chaplain ð Revd Andrew Goodhead. 

 
35/23 Wembley      Superintendent: Revd Bob Pritchard 
Give thanks for: 

 New Minister in Circuit. 
 Circuit Half-Night of Prayer – Putting the Cross in the Centre – John 3:14,15. 
 Circuit Half Night of Prayer, Worship & Thanksgiving – Psalm 150:6. 
 Brent Community Gospel Celebration. 
 Circuit Screening of Amazing Grace Film. 
 Wembley Stadium Chaplaincy. 
 Churches Together in Brent Prayer & Praise Events. 
 Circuit John Wesley Celebration.  

Pray for: 
 Local Preachers on Note. 
 Brent Multi Faith Forum  .    

 

 

35/37 Teddington      Superintendent: Revd Terry Wright 

Give thanks for: 
 The faithful witness and ministry over the years of many people and ministers and especially for 

new visions received and works started recently. 

Pray for: 
 The new Superintendent minister Terry Wright. 
 The continuing mission of the Circuit and for new mission opportunities as we venture on with a 

circuit leadership team with many new members. 
 

 

DAY 16 Global city focus: Pray for Social services 

 

35/ 24 Ealing Trinity     Superintendent: Revd Michaela Youngson

Give thanks and pray for: 
   (use prayer for Ealing Trinity on page 24) 
 

 
35/38 Kingston upon Thames   Superintendent: Revd Bonni-Belle Pickard 
Give thanks for:  

 Those now training who have responded to the call to preach God’s word. 
 The continuing enrichment of our lives by those worshipping with us from many other countries. 
 The opportunities to welcome social groups in our communities to use the premises of all four 

Circuit churches. 

Pray for: 
 New beginnings for the Circuit with its completely new team of three ministers, including 

Superintendent. 
 The Circuit Co-ordinator, a new role in the Circuit, and the four lay workers in their different 

outreach ministries. 
 Development of the spirit of co-operation and understanding within the Circuit, particularly in 

this new situation.   



   11 

DAY 17 Global city focus: Pray for church based community projects, including work 

with the homeless based at West London Mission and the Whitechapel Mission, 
other hostels and resting places including The Queen Victoria Seamenõs Rest. 

 
35/ 31 Barking, Dagenham & Ilford  Superintendent: Revd Stephen G Normanton 
Give thanks and pray for: 

 Pray for the staff team and the Circuit’s churches as they make adjustments to staffing provision and 
develop new ways of working. 

 
35/39 Sutton       Superintendent: Revd David Winwood 
Give thanks and pray: 

Generous God, in this circuit we are thankful to you for centenary celebrations and the completion of 
building projects. The ministry of family workers, outreach projects, ministers and many who serve you 

in dozens of ways.  
We ask for your blessing on the Chinese congregation, on our fellowship with a Korean congregation and 

a Brazilian congregation and the increasing multiracial nature of other congregations. May your Spirit 
inspire deeper commitment to personal witness, evangelism and the mission of the church. Guide us as 
we seek new ministers and as we continue to reshape the circuit for mission. Keep our support for the 
world church alive, help us to pray and work for harmony and justice through  projects in the churches 
and sustain and build the new initiatives in working with young people. May all these things be to your 

glory, in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

DAY 18 Global city focus: Pray for Action for Children, the Methodist Churchõs childrenõs 

charity, including its Faith Communities Adviser, Revd Will Morrey 

 
35/ 32 Romford       Superintendent: Revd Roy Jackson 
Give thanks and pray for: 

 The ministerial Staff in the circuit. 
 Our involvement in the Thames Gateway project under the care of Brian Endacott. 
 Romford Town Centre chaplaincy work including Penny Masters contribution. 
 Re:generation a fresh expression of church under the care of Jamie & Ruth Poch. 

 
Grant us, Lord, both common sense and sensitivity to your will, both flexibility and determination, both 

single-mindedness and appreciation of your work in and through others, both urgency and patience, 
both wideness of vision and focus that we may delight to share together effectively in your work, 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and the world's. Amen 
 

35/40 Purley       Superintendent: Revd Stephen Mares 
Give thanks for: 

 The diverse ministerial team – with ministry offered together by lay and ordained people, paid and 
unpaid,  from a variety of backgrounds and traditions. 

 A new desire in some Churches to think seriously about mission – and to find ways to renew their life 
 New ways of working with children and parents at Sanderstead and Caterham, the latter a joint 

initiative with the Church of England. 
 The readiness of the ministerial team to be flexible at times of difficulty. 

Pray for: 
 Mig Ford’s continuing recovery from a brain haemorrhage – and that he may be able to resume his 

Ministry.  
 All the Circuit churches to be able to find new ways of engagement with their local community – 

under the stimulus of Sylvester Deigh, Circuit Mission Enabler. 
 New leadership to be found in many situations, to allow those who have shouldered the burden for 

many years to step down from responsibilities. 
 Openness to the prompting of God’s spirit in all of the Circuit's life 
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DAY 19 Global city focus: Pray for MHA, the Methodist Churchõs charity for  

               the aged 
 

35/33 Forest     Superintendent: Revd Andrew Fielding 
Give thanks and pray for: 

 Needs and opportunities regarding circuit staff changes. 
 Wise use of resources. 
 Major work and building schemes at Leytonstone, Lighthouse, Loughton and Shern Hall- that 

they may draw folk together and strengthen mission and outreach. 
 Beginning EDEV (Extending Discipleship and Exploring Vocation). 
 Numerical increase in Local Preachers and Leaders of Worship. 
 Circuit based training days. 
 An ever-increasing understanding of diversity and the Lord's acceptance of all. 
 Deepening  faith and worship relevant to workplace and culture. 

 
35/41 Croydon      Superintendent: Revd Harvey Richardson 
Give thanks for: 

 The signs of growth and development in the on-going expression of Team Ministry across the 
Circuit. 

 The growth in understanding among and between the seven churches of the Circuit through our 
circuit Review process. 

 The witness to the gospel at Hall Grange MHA, and the work of Revd Anne Rusbridge as chaplain 
there. 

 

 Pray for: 
 A greater awareness of the importance of ‘believing’ as well as ‘belonging’. 
 An increase in the expression of social justice, peace and holiness in Croydon. 
 A faithful and dynamic outcome from the recommendations of the Circuit Review. 

 
 

DAY 20     Global city focus: Pray for Housing associations 

 
35/34 Enfield        Superintendent: Revd Geoff Cornell 
Give thanks for: 

 The new lay and ordained members of staff as they take up their appointments. 

Pray for: 
 All the staff as they work together to become a unified team offering leadership to the circuit.  
 Those churches receiving new ministers in pastoral charge.  
 The teams of churches exploring new ways of mission and ministry together.  

 
 
35/42 Bromley       Superintendent: Revd Roger Wiig 
Give thanks and pray for: 

 The Circuit as it is going through an unsettling period of change, but is looking to work with 
other Circuits on the City side of our boundaries.  

 Staff in three Circuits already meet together for supervision and there is potential for growth in 
the links between Local Preachers.  

 Pray that the Spirit will lead us through the changes and that the congregations will continue to  
develop their mission. 
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Sunday Prayer Diary 2008/2009 
    

Sunday   Circuit to Pray for See pageé for more details 

        

September       

Sunday 7th Sept    City Road Page 3 

Sunday  14th Sept    West London Mission Page 3 

Sunday 21st  Sept    Westminster Page 4 

Sunday 28th  Sept    Victoria & Chelsea Page 4 

    

October    

Sunday 5th  Oct   Battersea Page 3 

Sunday 12th Oct   North Lambeth  Page 3 

Sunday 19th Oct   Southwark & Deptford  Page 4 

Sunday 26th Oct  Tower Hamlets Page 5 

    

November    

Sunday 2nd  Nov   Hackney Page 5 

Sunday 9th   Nov   Islington & Camden Mission Page 6 

Sunday 16th Nov   LM North West Page 6 

Sunday 23rd Nov   Harlesden Page 7 

Sunday 30th Nov   Notting Hill Page 7 

        

December       

Sunday 7th Dec   Hammersmith & Fulham Page 8 

Sunday 14th Dec   Wandle Valley Page 4 

Sunday 21st Dec   Clapham Page 5 

Sunday 28th Dec   Brixton Page 6 

    

January    

Sunday 4th Jan   Newham Page 8 

Sunday 11th Jan  Stoke Newington Page 9 

Sunday 18th Jan   New River Page 9 

Sunday 25th Jan   Wembley Page 10 
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Sunday Prayer Diary 2008/2009 
    

Sunday   Circuit to Pray for See pageé for more details 

February       

Sunday 1st Feb   Ealing Trinity Page 10 

Sunday 8th Feb   Richmond & Hounslow Page 7 

Sunday 15th Feb   Wimbledon Page 7 

Sunday 22nd Feb   Streatham  Page 8 

Sunday 28th Feb   Sydenham & Forest Hill Page 8 

        

March       

Sunday 1st  March   Blackheath & Lewisham Page 9 

Sunday 8th  March   Lesnes Abbey Page 9 

Sunday 15th March   Barking, Dagenham & Ilford Page 11 

Sunday 22nd March   Romford Page 11 

Sunday 29th March   Forest Page 12 

        

April       

Sunday 5th April   Enfield Page 12 

Sunday 12th April   Barnet & Queensbury Page 17 

Sunday 19th April   Harrow & Hillingdon Page 17 

Sunday 26th April   Teddington Page 10 

        

May       

Sunday 3rd May   Kingston Upon Thames Page 10 

Sunday 10th May   Sutton Page 11 

Sunday 17th May   Purley Page 11  

Sunday 24th May   Croydon Page 12 

Sunday 31st May   Bromley Page 12 

    

June       

Sunday 7th June   Orpington & Chislehurst Page 17  

Sunday 14th June   Nurture & Discipleship Commission Page 18  

  Vocational Development Commission Page 18 

Sunday 21st June   Congregational Development Commissions Page 19 

  Social Care Commission Page 19 

Sunday 28th June   District Council Page 19 
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Sunday Prayer Diary 2008/2009 
    

Sunday   Circuit to Pray for See pageé for more details 

        

July        

Sunday 5th July   Resource Centre Staff & DDE Page  19 & 20 

Sunday 12th July   The Chairs of the District Page  20 

Sunday 19th July   Synod & District Officers Page  20 

Sunday 26th July   
Lay Employees & Strategy & Resource 
Group Page  20 

        

August        

Sunday 1st Aug   Safeguarding Group & Property Group Page  21 

Sunday 9th Aug   Probationers Committee etc Page  21  

Sunday 16th Aug   Worship Task Group etc Page  22 

Sunday 23rd Aug   Stationing Reps; Complaints Group etc Page  22 

Sunday 30th Aug   For your own Circuit Page  22 
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DAY 21 Global city focus: Pray for financial services including the Revd Patrick  

       Brain and for the Districtõs involvement in research and  
     discussion about city bonuses and high salaries.  

 
 
35/35 Barnet & Queensbury     Superintendent: Revd Colin Smith 
Give thanks for: 

 East Barnet Anglican-Methodist Partnership and Trinity URC/Methodist Church, Mill Hill, both 
recently formed Local Ecumenical Partnerships.  

 The diversity of our congregations and for areas of growth. 

 Pray for: 
 The ecumenical borough deans in Barnet and all who work with the civic authorities and other 

statutory and voluntary bodies.  
 The circuit youth worker, Kirsty Middlemist, and all who work with young people.  
 The changing circuit leadership team. 

 

 
35/43 Orpington & Chislehurst    Superintendent: Revd Paul Cockburn 

Orpington and Chislehurst is a new circuit which comes into existence in September 2008 (see pg 24). 

Give thanks for: 
 The encouragement and support that the two circuits have already given each other in the 

process of merging. 
 The joint local preachers meeting, staff meeting and circuit leadership team which have already 

proved fruitful. 
 The sense that God is at work in our new circuit and that great opportunities lie before us. 

Pray for: 
 Wisdom and clarity as we seek ways of implementing our agreed strategy. 
 Those appointed to work with families and young people within the circuit (at Bromley Common, 

Sidcup and New Eltham), and for the search for a family worker for Orpington. 
 Churches which in different ways are facing important decisions about their future, especially 

Chislehurst considering a major building project and Farnborough which is a very small 
congregation. 

 A deepening spirituality which is reflected in the quality of our worship, our fellowship and our 
service. 

 
 
 
DAY 22  Global city focus: Pray for the retail industry, including chaplains 

 
35/36 Harrow & Hillingdon    Superintendent: Revd Carol Hamilton-Foyn
Give thanks and pray for: 

 The new Team Ministry of Revds Velma Campbell & John Swarbrick and Deacon Jacqueline 
Fowler across Kenton, N Harrow and Wealdstone from September. 

 North Harrow Methodist Church’s work on the 'Transformation' of their premises begins in 
September.   

 At their Church Away day in January groups considered Worship, Learning, Caring and Service.  
Much good work continues to flow from this 'Day' and we pray that the Church can be 
transformed in every area. 

 The Worship Area Project at Hayes End Methodist Church. Work on the church is due to be 
completed at the end of September in time for Harvest Festival. 
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DAY 23  Global city focus: Pray for criminal justice system

 
 

Civic Engagement Commission 
Convenors: Revd Jennifer Potter & Miss Hannah Reed 

Give thanks for: 
 The conversations that we have held around ‘Sharing Wealth’ and concern with high salaries and 

great pay differentials in the City – the links formed with other groups and individuals and the 
deepening understanding of what  a complex and global problem it is. 

 All those who have been involved at different levels in trying to respond to the growing 
incidence of gun and knife crime and especially those giving pastoral care to the families of 
those concerned. 

Pray for: 
 A deepening understanding of the reasons for the increased incidence of street violence and 

crime and for an increased willingness on the behalf of churches to get involved in serious 
discussion with young people. 

 All those areas of London where new residential accommodation is being built and for the 
churches to discern how best they may be involved in the development of these communities. 

 
 

DAY 24  Global city focus: Pray for entertainment and culture 

 
 

Nurture & Discipleship Commission 
Convenor: Revd Michaela Youngson 

Give thanks for: 
 All who are seeking to grow in faith . 
 Those who pray for the work of the District. 

Pray for: 
 Revd Michaela Youngson as she takes on the role of being a convenor for this     
 Commission. 
 Development of Extending Discipleship, Exploring Vocation (EDEV). 
 The work of Discipleship & Training Officer (DTO) 

 
 
 

Vocational Development Commission 
Convenors: Revd Calvin Samuel & Deacon Jane Middleton 

Give thanks for: 
 Those candidates from this District who have successfully completed the candidating 

process this year and for probationers ordained at the Conference this summer. 
 The appointment of Roger Wiig and Gordon Newton to oversee the implementation of 

the Annual Development Review (ADR) appraisal scheme and for those circuits 
participating in the pilot scheme this year. 

 Pray for: 
 New candidates using EDEV schemes and for collective wisdom in employing the new 

system for candidating. 
 The roll out of ADR across the District following the conclusion of the pilot scheme. 
 New members for the Commission to build it up to full strength.  
 Those who are seeking to discern where God is calling them, especially those for whom 

doors have been closed. 
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DAY 25                Global city focus: Pray for Media, including Media Chaplain and   

                                                        Broadcaster Revd Tony Miles. 
 

Congregational Development Commission 
Convenor:  

Give thanks for: 
 All those who have come on training events and pray that they might discover the potential 

within them, through those events, that leads them into new forms of discipleship and service.  

Pray for:  

 All Circuits undertaking reviews and the Circuit teams and District advisors who will carry out 

those reviews. That these reviews might assist churches and Circuits in communication, 

realization of visions for the future, and ongoing mutual support and encouragement. 

 Development of healthy congregations. 

 The work of District Development Enabler (DDE) Dr Paul Kybird. 

 

Social Care Commission 
Convenors: Revd Sheryl Anderson & Revd Paul Regan 

Give thanks for: 
 Churches working with homeless people, families in need, isolated elderly and many 

other projects across London. 
 Churches which welcome the stranger.  

Pray for: 
 Those who are carers and for the networks which support them. 
 Those who live on the margins of society and feel they do not belong. 
 Those who offer the Gospel through practical action as a sign of God’s love. 

 
 
 

DAY 26                Global city focus: Pray for community development including the 

       Revd Ian Jackson and Revd Chrissy Ross 
 
District Council       Secretary: Kathleen Loveridge 
Give thanks for: 

 The contribution of all Council members, especially those who have stood down making way for 
new members with fresh insights and new ideas; 

 The insights from 'Listening to London.  

Pray for: 
 Us as we recruit and induct new salaried staff to serve the District; 
 Us as we look to find new ways to support the Commissions in implementing their vision across 

the District. 

 
District Development Enabler        Dr Paul Kybird 
 
Give thanks for: 

 The enthusiasm of the participants of the Faith and Worship Access course and the commitment 
of both the students and the tutors. 

 All the various training programmes that have sought to engage and equip people in their faith 
and service in the global city. 

Pray for: 
 The new students on the Faith and Worship Access course.  
 The work of new colleague as DTO. 



   20 

DAY 27       Global city focus: Those preparing for the Olympics and those  

                                                        affected by the developments. 
 

Resource Centre 
Nwabisa Ewing (Administrator) & Chris Linford (London Committee) 

Give thanks for: 
 The staff in the District Resource Centre and their commitment to the work of the District.  

Pray for: 
 Those who are responsible for the recruitment of new staff and that God will send the right 

people to apply and be appointed to the posts.  
 The new staff that once appointed they will settle into their roles quickly and enhance 

effectiveness of the team.   
 

The Chairs of the District 
Jenny Impey, Stuart Jordan, Ermal Kirby

Give thanks for: 
 Increased learning about the life of the District and its challenges. 
 New insights gained from the ‘Listening to London’ initiative. 
 The support of immediate colleagues and of wider teams across the District. 

Pray for: 
 The recently refocused work of the Commissions. 
 A growing sense of District identity. 
 The release of the many diverse gifts entrusted to London Methodists. 

 

 

 

DAY 28   Global city focus: Pray for MPs and MEPs 

 
Synod & District Officers     Bala Gnanapragasam & Michael Allan  
Give thanks for: 

 The quiet unseen work done with diligence by the Methodist people in the District.  
 Different skills freely placed at the service of the District. 
 Support received in developing the work and purpose of the District. 

Pray for: 
 Those who will be sharing the responsibilities. 
 Those officers will receive the wisdom and strength from God as they respond to enquiries and 

request is for support from the members of the District. 

 
Lay Employees     

   
Give thanks and pray for: 

 Lay Employees as they try to establish a London Lay Employees Forum to gather together for 
training and encouragement. 

 The work of our many and varied Lay Employees, that they would be supported by their 
churches and may know God's involvement in all they do. 

 
Strategy and Resource Group      Revd Geoff Cornell 
Give thanks for: 

 The array of resources – people, property, finance – within the District. 
 A greater willingness to explore more strategic ways of working within and between Circuits. 

Pray for: 
 Wisdom and discernment in the setting of mission priorities. 
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DAY 29 Global city focus: Pray for those who work for the Connexional Team and  

are based in the District, including Revd  Ken Howcroft, Revd David 
Gamble, Revd Pearl Luxon, Revd Tom Quenet, Revd Alan Ogier, Revd Mark 
Wakelin, Revd Robert Jones. 

 
Safeguarding           Revd Jan Atkins 
Give thanks for: 

 All those involved in protecting children and giving them a voice. 
 The love and nurturing of children in our City.  
 The enormity and variety of the gifts and talents that children bring. 

Pray for: 
 Children who are harmed by others, who are denied their potential and struggle to be 

heard. 
 Healing of adult survivors of childhood hurt. 
 All those who support and help vulnerable people. 

 
Property Group          David Holland  
Give thanks for: 

 All those who give of their time to keep our churches clean and tidy, warm and dry, safe 
and sound. 

 The opportunity to offer hospitality that is provided by the property around the District. 
Pray:  

 Those congregations planning major changes to their buildings, that, even in these 
difficult economic times, they may see their dreams become reality. 

 That we may be able to respond to the opportunities emerging from churches and 
Circuits that seek newer approaches to the development and use of their premises. 

 

Probationers Secretary         Revd Cameron Kirkwood
Give thanks for: 

 Those who were ordained at Conference in July. 
 The ongoing work of the Probationers Group offering support, encouragement, 

supervision and further training to probationer presbyters and deacons in the district. 
 The gifts, energy and commitment of probationers in the district.  

Pray for: 
 New Probationers taking up their appointments in September. 
 The work of the District Probationers Committee and the important work entrusted to 

them. 
 All those in the district who are involved in the support and assessment of probationers. 

 

 Also give thanks and pray for: Sabbaticals Group Secretary ð Revd Samuel McBratney; 
Ministries Panel Secretary ð Revd Martin Tullett & Committee Members
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DAY 30 Global city focus: Pray for those who offer training and retreats 

 

Worship Task Group        Richard Foyn 
Give thanks for: 

 The gifts that God gives to us all, the contribution that disabled people make to the life 
of the church, and the challenge of working together to make sure that everyone can 
experience and share God’s love. 

Pray for: 
 Places where people do not feel welcome, and for all who face discrimination and 

negative attitudes - we ask God to transform us and help us to become a truly 
welcoming and inclusive church. 

 
 Also give thanks and pray for Lay Employment Secretary Monty Grigg & Employment 

Group 

 

Stationing Representatives       Marion Mear & Gavton Shepherd
Give thanks for: 

 The privilege of sharing people’s stories and hearing of their journey in ministry. 

Pray for: 
 We ask God to enable us to support those whose future path is not clear but may be 

troubled or uncertain, or who find the whole stationing process stressful. 
 We ask that God’s purpose for both ministers and circuits becomes manifest and that we 

may help in the process of moving forward to be the church that God wants, whatever 
that may be. 

 
 
Complaints Support Group      Revd Jonathan Mead 
Give thanks and pray for: 

 We give thanks for all those who have given their time and energy by offering support to 
those in the complaints process over the last year. Please continue to pray for wisdom 
and sensitivity for them.  

 This year the process is changing so we pray that we may quickly adjust to the new 
procedures. 

 Finally, your prayers are asked for all those who may be involved in a complaint at this 
time. 

 

 Also give thanks and pray for Local Preachers and District Advance Fund Advisory 
Group

 

 

DAY 31  Global city focus: Pray for those among whom you work 

 

For your own Circuit 
Give thanks and pray for: 

 The ministers and leadership team in your circuit 

 Your own church its members and leaders 
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Prayer for Battersea Circuit (35/05) for 2008 - 9 
 
O God, who brought us from the rest of last night 
to the new light of this day 
Bring us in the new light of this day 
to your guiding light. 
Lead us, O God, on the journey of justice 
Guide us, O God, on the pathways of peace 
Renew us, O God, by the wellsprings of grace 
Fill us, O God, with your strengthening love 
today and forever. Amen. 
 
Battersea Mission was one of the last ‘missions’ to be built. It was erected in 1940 when Battersea 
was being bombed during the Second World War. Air raid shelters provided protection for up to 750 
people a night. What started as a refuge has offered a variety of help and comfort to the 
community through the last sixty years. 
 
The Church of Christ, in every age 
Beset by change but Spirit-led, 
Must claim and test its heritage 
And keep on rising from the dead.  F Pratt Green. Hymns and Psalms 804. 
 
 
 
Prayer for the Lesnes Abbey Circuit  (35/30) for 2008 ð 9 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We are once more working to accommodate change. 
The future is exciting but somewhat daunting, 
   full of opportunities yet bringing huge challenges. 
We need your Spirit to lead, guide and enable us.  
Help us to work as one body together, 
  united in reaching out to people of all ages and stages,   
  whether long time locals or new arrivals,  
  bringing stability to the unsettled and rootless,  
  and encouraging openness  
  where there is uncertainty and even hostility. 
With such a rich diversity of ethnic backgrounds,  
  may we come to appreciate differences, 
  learning from and valuing each other. 
We long to extend your Kingdom in this wide area, 
  leading more and more people into the experience  
  of your infinite love for them,  
  so that they may know they matter 
  in this world and the next. 
Help us to build caring communities  
  together with all people of Faith in this diverse area, 
  so that all may be safe and belong and flourish,  
  developing to their full potential. 
May we dare to dream your visions and perceive your leadings, 
  and find the courage and the means to translate your will into 
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Prayer for the Ealing Trinity Circuit (35/24) for 2008-9 
 
Ever present God, we acknowledge your presence in the various changes that  
will be taking place in the Ealing Trinity Circuit. We pray for your  
blessing and guidance on Rev. Michaela Youngson and her family as she takes  
up the superintendency. Direct her in the challenges she will be facing and  
the new ideas which she brings to the Circuit. 
 
We pray for your blessing and direction for Rev. Peter Summers during his  
retirement. Strengthen him in his life's journey and guide him through the  
unknown future. We place his family into your hands. 
 
We pray for your blessing and motivation for Rev. Noble Samuel as he makes a  
move into another part of your vineyard. Guide and direct him and his family  
in all they encounter to bring glory to your name. 
 
We pray for your blessing and sustenance for Ms Christine Robson as she  
comes to the end of her time serving this Circuit and looks forward to  
continue sharing the good news of your saving grave elsewhere. 
 
In all this, Lord, we pray that you will guide all the Churches in this  
Circuit in the way forward. We remember especially King's Hall Church as  
they face an important stage in their growth and existence. Bless all those  
involved in this process. We pray that your will be done as they continue to  
be a beacon of light in their community. Bless us all, as we welcome the  
world into our churches. 
 
 
Background information on Orpington & Chislehurst Circuit (35/43) for 2008-9 

Orpington and Chislehurst is a new circuit which comes into existence in September 2008. 
We are still working on our strategy for the future, but so far we have agreed on an overall 
objective "to meet the spiritual needs of the community". 
 

Within this our three key objectives are: 

1. To encourage the youth of our community to feel valued and have a sense of purpose 
2. To encourage the retired population of our community to feel valued and have a sense of purpose 
3. To enable busy people to find time for God in their lives 

We have also laid down some operating principles: 

a) Those projects we prioritise as important should be done to a high standard of excellence. 
b) People should be trained for the work we ask them to do. 
c) We will work in partnership across the circuit and ecumenically and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Devotional notes 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   27 

The District prayer 

God of new beginnings, 
we thank you for the dreams and visions 

which have led to the creation of our new District; 
we thank you and for the great diversity of people 

and the rich variety of gifts 
with which you have blessed us: 

 
May the grace of your Son inspire us; 
the wisdom of your Spirit teach us; 

and the strength of your presence sustain us, 
as we seek to do your will in 

our local communities and across this City. 
We ask this for your glory’s sake.  Amen. 

 

 

 
A Franciscan Blessing 

May God bless you with discomfort 

At easy answers, half truths, and superficial relationships 

So that you may live deep within your heart. 

 

May God bless you with anger 

At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, 

So that you may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

 

May God bless you with tears 

To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war, 

So that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and 

To turn their pain into joy. 

 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness 

 To believe that you can make a difference to the world,  

So that you can do what others claim cannot be done  

To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 
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If you would like a copy of this Prayer Handbook in alternative formats or would like 
extra copies please contact the District Office: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Administrator  
London District Resource Centre 

1 Central Buildings 
 Westminster  

London SW1H 9NH 
 

Email: admin@methodistlondon.org.uk      
Telephone: 020 7654 3850 

 
 

Or you can download it from our website: 
www.methodistlondon.org.uk 
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